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SALT II Strategy N

Pruidmt Ford bas quietly changed
from impartial arbiter of arms control
dissgreements within his administration
to forceful advocate of the State Depart-

- pent's latest SALT option, which hard-
Huers claim flirts with disaster for the
US. and the west. -

Assaming Mr. Ford's nomination and
subsequent freedom from Rooald Res-
ga's restraining influence, he is ex-

- pected to preas hard for another strate-

gic arms Limitation (SALT) treaty with
the Soviet Undon before the Nov. 2 elec-
ton. What's mere, it is now cleer that
Mr. Ford is prepared to buy that treaty
at high cost: sacrificing US. cruise mic-
dleswtﬂathe&ovietskaepthelrnew
Backtire botnber.
mmmmmuww
Secretary of Defense Donald Ramefeid
and the Joint Chiefs of Statf. In recent

 ‘ops system the Pentagon considers vital

for convemtional warfare. Rut ths
wouki be permiited to, go

E

cefling) Backfire bornbers, air ro-
fusieble and possessing obvious strat »
potential.

In return, the Soviet Union would be
forced to make this supposed conces
sfon: a reduction in the 2400 strategic
vehicle ceiling—perhaps by 100, per

Mhﬂuﬁng(mamnmglm-
* spectal ceiling)

ﬁ

. hiaps-200, perhaps even more. The argu-:

ment for the Kiminger option boils

down' to this: if Moscow is really pre-

pared to reduce jts overall nuclear war-
making ability, why quibble over a few

Tomnkethli?rgumem.xtisnecew'y

to prove that the Backfire is not aed:
- could not become a strategic weapon.

Accordingly, Kissinger's position is

wlopment of two posentially strategic
" Soviet eystems, the Backfire and the 85

now fighting hard over SALT 1. The es-
Gen. Weyand, lame
andhngthe

hm!.t.henncﬂimuamuckcwum. ‘
no matter whit the CIA says, and i is in-
tolerable (o pormit the Backtire while
sacrificing cruise missifes. That's what

‘Rmfeﬂhnm;nmonlypﬂvately.

hut in high-level meetings.

Were Rumsfeld and Kissinger in.sa
grut debate for the President’s mind,
e would be in doubt. But the
Ford of 1978, after so much time
. Kissinger’s side, is not the strate-
arms neophyte 'who entered office
months ago on Aug. 8, 174, “1t would
bewmngtoulll"m'dampetofﬁen-
ry,” says one welkinformed hardliner
on Capitol Hill. “1 think he is now a con-

éi;

IR

. vineed andd committed disciple.” 4

If this is correct, it is difficult to im-
agine the Pentggon staging a real re-
volt. That is why the Ford administrg-
tion, in what could be its final major
&ct, may exchange reduced overall
strategic limits for clear Soviet advan-

' tages in gray-area systems—a cost mili-
« tary experts say is much too. high- to

pay.
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